News

Progress Report

T

he Parish Council’s new Web Site www.thornley-pc.gov.uk is now online.
Residents can access detailed information of the Parish Council’s decisions
and on other action being taken. Please take time to have a look.

Parish Meetings

N

ormal Parish Meetings take place bi-monthly on the second Tuesday of the
month in the Village Centre starting at 7:00pm. The next meeting will be held
on 9th May 2017.
Fifteen minutes is allocated at each meeting during which time residents can ask
questions or raise items of concern. All are welcome to attend.
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Welcome to the latest edi on of Thornley Parish Council’s Newsle er
published to keep residents informed on what is happening in the village.

ThornleyActive
Zone

What’s’ on Next

O

ver the next few months the Parish
Council and local volunteers will be
planning the next Halloween Party
and ﬁnalising
arrangements for the
Christmas Pantomime
“Aladdin” to be held on
Friday 15th December
2017.

What We Maintain
Ludworth Road Cemetery
3 Children’s Play Areas
Two Allotment Sites
Open Space and Pit Wheel Areas

Thornley Village Centre
War Memorial
Welfare Park & Parish Premises
Public Rights of Way

T

hose among you who like to keep ﬁt can look forward to getting into even better
shape in the summer months as the Phase II
development of the Village Centre gets underway.
The Parish Council in partnership with volunteers
from the Village Centre Management Group will be
providing a range of outdoor ﬁtness equipment.
Following detailed consultation with young people,
a Skate Park/BMX track will also be installed in the
near future.
Councillor Mrs. Unsworth, Chairperson of the
Parish Council said “Since the opening of the Village
Centre the goal of all those involved has been to provide a range of outdoor
facilities that had been requested by residents in numerous consultation events".

War Memorial Restoration

Your Councillors

T

he Centenary of the end of WWI is
fast approaching and to
commemorate the event the existing
ﬂoral arch is to be replaced. In
preparation the Parish Council is
planning a refurbishment of the Village
War Memorial. An unveiling ceremony is
also planned.

T

he existing Parish Councillors are Mrs. Joyce Unsworth (Chairperson) Mrs. Patricia
Maddison (Vice Chairperson) Mrs. Patricia English, Ms. Jude Grant, Mrs. Amanda
Kelly, Mrs. Kirsty Huntingdon, Mick McCoy, David Smith, Terry Unsworth & George Wilson.

Useful Contact Details
Phil Wilson (MP) 01325 321603 email: phil.wilson.mp@parliament.uk
County Councillor Morris Nicholls 03000268755 e-mail: morris.nicholls@durham.gov.uk
D.C.C. Highways & Streetscene (including Street Wardens) 03000261000
Police (Non Emergency) Dial101

Contact Us
Any comments or questions in relation to Thornley Parish Council services should be addressed to :Mr W. D. Moore Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer Thornley Parish Council Thornley Village Centre Thornley Co. Durham DH6 3EL
The Parish Council office is open to the public
Monday to Thursday 9:00am to 4:00pm
Friday 9:00am to 2:00pm
As the office is not maned constantly throughout the day residents are advised to make an appointment before calling.
Telephone: 01429 820200 - Mobile: 07483119591
e-mail:admin@thornley-pc.gov.uk

World War 1 Centenary Working Group

T

he Parish Council has brought together local groups interested in arranging events or
activities to be held in 2018 to coincide with national ceremonies taking place to mark the
centenary of the end of the great war. A Band Concert, food made from recipes from the war
years, a Street Party and an exhibition of war memorabilia have been suggested. A visit to
Eden Camp is also planned. If you would like to be involved please contact the Parish Clerk.

Supporting Our Community

Thornley in Bloom

D

espite economic pressures and the reduction
in Council Tax Support provided by Central
Government
& Durham
C o u n t y
Council the
P a r i s h
Council is
still striving
to brighten
u p
t h e
village by
creating colourful ﬂoral displays
and hanging baskets throughout
the village in Summer.

Christmas Event

D

ue to vandalism in previous years, the 2015 and 2016 Christmas
lights were installed on a live tree outside the Village Centre to
provide a focal point for festivities. They were switched
on by Anya & Lilly Jobes the winners of the Fancy
Dress Competitions organised each year by the
Village Centre Management Committee. The Parish
Council & Village Centre Volunteers are working hard
to build on and improve this event. If you wish to be
involved in any way with this or any social events
please contact the Parish Clerk on 01429820200 or
call at the Village Centre for more details.

O

ver the last 12 months the Parish Council has
supported a number of organisations operating in
or for the beneﬁt of Thornley
residents.
Ÿ Thornley FC Juniors
Ÿ Sho Shi Kai Karate Club
Ÿ Thornley Banner Group
Ÿ Thornley Residents Group

Wider Community Support Grants
Residents also beneﬁted from grants awarded to other organisations
The Great North Air Ambulance
East Durham Community Transport
Butterwick House

Durham Cathedral Oﬃce
Citizens Advice Bureau
Haswell MENCAP

Parish Issues

I

n recent months the Parish Council has had to address issues of vandalism, ﬂytipping and nuisance caused by pet owners.
Welfare Park - the fencing has been damaged and the
football team dugouts which had only recently been
constructed by volunteers were totally demolished.
Dry Stone Wall - opposite the War Memorial is a constant
target for vandals and costs hundreds of pounds to repair.
Fly Tipping - Although this is an oﬀence a number of people
think it is acceptable to dump their rubbish
on parish land, roadside verges and other areas rather than take
it to the recycling unit just up the road at Wheatley Hill.
Allotments - Due to a decline in demand and because some
tenants were abusing the regulations
the Parish Council have
decommissioned a number of plots
and returned them to grassed open
space. Regrettably the areas
are now being used as a
dumping ground. Rubbish
removal is expensive and
costs can only be recovered by increasing Council Tax or
allotment rents.
Dog Fouling - Although it’s against the law, some dog owners think it acceptable to
take their dogs into the children’s play areas or exercise their animals on the
football ﬁelds and allowing them to foul. We would ask those owners to stop doing
this as it causes oﬀence and it’s un-hygenic. If your pet fouls on public land please
respect the law and place the litter in one of the numerous bins provided throughout
the village.
You can report any of the above issues to the Parish Clerk on 01429820200.

