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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

5TH MAY 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. A. Kelly, J. Luke, Mrs. P. Maddison, 

M. McCoy, T. Unsworth, J. Williams, J. Wilson. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

Mrs. P. English Personal Approved 

Mrs. .K. Huntington (nee Scrivin) Personal Approved 

County Councillor M. Nichols Personal Approval 

 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present. 

Meeting Commenced: 7:00pm 

1. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Councillor Luke referred to minute 161 and sought clarification on the actual 

cost incurred.1  

Councillor Luke referred to minute 176 and sought an up-date on the 

employment of an apprentice via Durham County Council. 

The Parish Clerk reported that the position had been advertised in the 

colleges in the area and that to date 9 applications had been received. 

The Personnel Committee would select those thought suitable for interview in 

due course. 

Following clarification the minutes of the previous meeting held on 3rd March 

2015 were accepted as a true record. 

2. Public Question and Answer Session 

No members of the public were in attendance. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

3. Police Report 

The Chair welcomed PCSO Andy Gilhooley who reported that since the 

previous meeting the following incidents had occurred in Thornley relating to:- 

Anti-Social Behaviour   2 – quad bikes 

Burglary    1 

Criminal Damage  1 

Theft from Cars   1 

                                            

1 As the information was not available in the meeting they were provided to Councillor Luke in the days following.  
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Damage to Motor Vehicles  4 

Attempted Break-in  2 

Common Assault  1 

Although % of incidents in various categories had increased this could, in the 

main, be attributed to a particular domestic incident.  

Members raised the issue of persistent vandalism at the Welfare park when 

windows were being broken, fire started on the football pitch and perimeter 

fencing. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

4. Unitary County Councillor 

No report was available from Councillor Nicholls 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

5. Risk Assessments – Revisions 

The Parish Clerk reported that no alterations or amendments were required. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

6. County Durham Association of Local Councils 

The Parish Clerk reported that it had not been possible for representatives to 

attend the previous meeting of the association. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

7. CDALC Medium & Small Councils Forum 

Councillors’ Mrs. P. English and T. Unsworth reported that it had not been 

possible for them to attend the previous forum meeting.  

Members were asked to note that that next meeting of the Smaller Local 

Councils Forum had been scheduled to take place on the 22 May 2015 in 

Peterlee Town Council Offices, Shotton Hall, Peterlee, County Durham SR8 

2PH but this has now been rescheduled to the 29 May 2015 commencing 

2:00pm. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

8. East Durham Association of Parish & Town Councils 

Councillors’ Mrs. P. English and J. Luke reported that it had not been possible 

for them to attend the previous forum meeting.  

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

9. New Thornley Partnership 

Councillor T. Unsworth stated that the Partnership was in the process of 

dissolving and there was nothing to report.  

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

10. Thornley Village Centre Management Group 

Councillor Mrs. Unsworth reported that the operation was going well and that 

applications were to be submitted to other agencies to fund Sport 

Development/Youth Work. 
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Whilst the original “Winter Warmers” meals program had come to an end this 

had continued because of demand on a self-sustaining basis. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

11. Planning Approval (REF:DM/14/01406/FPA 

Durham County Council advised that planning permission had been granted 

to Mr Keith Turner 2 Fairview, Thornley, Durham DH6 3BL for change of use 

from open land to showman storage and placement of 1 no. static home on 

previously approved showman storage area. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

12. Parish Council Website 

In order to comply with current Legislation members considered the options 

available, the implications and the mechanics/administrative functions 

necessary to maintain a Parish Council Website. 

Resolved: That the Parish Clerk obtains quotations from appropriate firms for 
consideration by the Finance Committee. 

13. NALC Conferences 

The National Association of Local Councils advised that is was to host 3 

events covering a broad range of topics in London primarily for Councillors at 

a cost of £90 per delegate per event. 

Resolved: That the information be received. 

14. SLCC Regional Roadshow 

The Society of Local Council Clerks advised that it was to hold a Roadshow at 

Ramside Hall, Durham on Wednesday 3rd June 2015. 

Early bird offer - £69 + VAT for members (deadline 6th May) 

After 6th May - £79 + VAT for members 

One additional free place if 3 places are booked.  

The Chair has expressed an interest to attend subject to other commitments. 

Resolved: That the Chair be authorised to attend. 

15. Local Council Award Scheme 

The Chair and Parish Clerk reported that the award scheme could be obtained 

by Council’s that could meet the specified criteria of the 3 available levels, 

Foundation, Quality and Gold.  

Whilst Thornley Parish could meet many of the set criteria to obtain the 

Foundation level it fell short in other areas, particularly member training. 

Members considered the options available, the implications and the potential 

benefits of obtaining the Foundation level. 

Resolved: That Councillors avail themselves of the training available and the 
Parish pursues accreditation as soon as possible.  

16. Annual Audit of Accounts Ending 31st March 2015 

The external auditor (BDO LLP) advised that the annual audit of the 

2014/2015 accounts would take place on 3rd June 2015. 

The accounts had been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 

Accounts and Audit (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (SI 2011/817). 
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Members were asked to approve Section 1 and Section 2 of the Annual Audit 

Return and to authorise the Chairman to sign it on behalf of the Parish 

Council. 

Members were also advised that arrangements had been made to inform 

residents of their rights to inspect the accounts etc., in accordance with the 

statutory regulations, from 5th May 2015 to 2nd June 2015. 

Resolved: That the statement of accounts and statement of assurance be 
accepted along with answers required in section 2, and that the 
statement be signed by the Chairman on behalf of Thornley Parish 
Council. 

17. Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

18. Christmas Tree Illumination 

The Parish Clerk provided a quotation from a firm specialising in Christmas 

lighting totalling £2,228 for the purchase and installation of lights on an 

established deciduous tree growing outside the Village Centre which had 

been used previously in place of a cut Norway Spruce (or similar) tree that 

had to be purchased every year. 

A second quotation totalling £8,663.94 had also been obtained for illuminating 

trees planted on the green opposite the Village Centre. 

Resolved:   That only the quotation for £2,228 be accepted and arrangements 
be made to dress the tree in time for the Christmas 2015. 

19. Delivering Differently 

Durham County Council provided information on a grant initiative up to 

£20,000 to work in partnership the Parish and Town Councils to allow assets 

or services to be transferred or delivered differently to create efficiencies e.g. 

grounds maintenance. 

Resolved: That the Parish Clerk identifies areas of work/locations and pursues 
the initiative with the County Council if feasible. 

20. Sale of Land to K. Turner 

The Parish Clerk reported that the sale of the triangular piece of land adjacent 

to the former 5-a-side football pitch to Mr Turner had been completed. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

21. Sale of Land to P. Singh 

The Parish Clerk reported that after many months of negotiation agreement 

had been reached on the terms of sale. It was anticipated that completion 

would take place within 2 weeks. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 
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22. Request for No Ball Game Notice 

The Parish Clerk reported that a request had been made for the Parish 

Council to erect a No Ball Games Sign inside the perimeter fence of the 

children’s play are at Ellerby Mews. 

Whilst agreeing that the practice of playing ball games in the play area was 

potentially hazardous, particularly to infants using the equipment, they had no 

way of policing or enforcing the rule. 

Resolved: That the request be refused. 

23. S.L.C.C. Conference 

With the aid of brochures and other information obtained whilst at conference, 

the Chair gave a verbal report on the various seminars and workshops 

attended. 

It was considered to be a very worthwhile event providing up-to-date 

information on the ever changing role of parish council’s, the opportunity to 

network with other Council’s and improve a knowledge base. 

Resolved: That the report be accepted. 

24. Karate Club Sign 

The newly established Sho Shin Kai Karate Club which has operates within 

the Thornley Village Centre requested permission to erect a sign, adjacent to 

the entrance on the outside of the premises. 

Resolved:  That permission be granted on the understanding that the sign is 
erected by the Parish Council. 

Meeting Terminated: 8:45pm  
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

2ND JULY 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), M. McCoy, T. Unsworth,  

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

Mrs. P. English Holiday Approved 

Mrs. P. Maddison Work Commitments Approved 

 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting Commenced: 10:00am 

25. Youll House 

The Parish Clerk reported that a contractor had been requested to provide a 

quotation to demolish the facility and grass over the site. Unfortunately this 

had not arrived in time for consideration by members. 

Members were informed that there was a quantity of tables, chairs and other 

items stored in Youll House. 

These items which had been donated to the Parish Council were now surplus 

to requirements and it was therefore suggested that local community groups 

be invited to obtain these items, free of charge, should they wish. 

Resolved: That the information be noted and local community groups be 
advised that the surplus items equipment was available should they 
wish to acquire it.  

26. Allotments - Possible Notice to Quit 

The Parish Clerk reported that over a period of time a tenant of the Coopers 

Close allotment site had been continually warned about his failure to maintain 

his allotment in accordance with his agreement and not to leave his 

belongings on the entryways as it caused an obstruction. 

Members were informed that having been advised that the matter was to be 

referred to the Parish Council the tenant had now removed his belongings 

from the entryway. 

Resolved: That the tenant be advised that any further breach of his Allotment 
Tenancy Agreement would result in immediate Notice to Quit being 
served upon him. 
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27. Allotment Path Maintenance 

Members were asked to recall that some years ago a verbal agreement had 

been reached with the Coopers Close Allotment Association that in an effort to 

reduce maintenance costs and keep rents increases to a minimum, they 

would ensure that the two allotment paths were treated with weed killer or 

strimmed on a regular basis to maintain a standard and uniform appearance. 

The Parish Clerk reported that periodic inspection of the site indicated that 

their approach was inconsistent and as a result the standard was below that 

might be reasonably expected by the Parish Council. 

Resolved: That the Coopers Close Allotment Association be requested to 
improve the maintenance standard on the entryway paths to avoid 
the Parish Council having to undertake the work and the 
consequential impact on annual rents.  

28. Maintenance Schedule 

The Parish Clerk reported that regular monitoring of both the revised working 

schedule (implemented following the resignation of the former Chargehand) 

and the maintenance levels being achieved by the current workforce indicated 

that additional measures needed to be taken if a decline in standards was to 

be avoided. 

Members considered alternative methods that could be employed, including 

additional (temporary) labour and the possibility of contracting the service out 

to suitably qualified firms. 

Resolved: That an additional member of staff be employed until 30th 
September 2015 and that the contracting out of the service be 
explored. 

29. Depot Intruder Alarm and C.C.T.V. Maintenance Renewal 

The Parish Clerk reported that the annual maintenance contract for the 

intruder alarm and C.C.T.V. system at the Parish Council Depot was up for 

renewal at an approximate cost of £750. 

Members considered the effectiveness of the system against overall benefit. 

Resolved: That the maintenance contract be terminated following the required 
3 month notice period. 

30. RoSPA Annual Playground Inspection. 

The annual inspection report produced by RoSPA on play equipment in the 

village was considered. 

In all cases the faults identified are very low, low or medium risk items.2 

The Parish Clerk stated that items requiring attention would be addressed as 

indicated in the report. 

Resolved: That the report be accepted and actioned as required 

                                            
2 The report is available for members. 
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31. Any Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

32. Cemetery Regulations 

The Parish Clerk reported that the sections allocated for the internment of 

cremated remains (D1 and D2) were now almost full to capacity and future 

internments would now take place in section D3. 

Members suggested that the specification, type and size of memorial plaques 

allowed on the cremated remains plots should be standardised to maintain a 

uniform appearance. 

Resolved: That a decision be deferred until additional information is obtained 
from other Burial Authorities. 

33. Village Centre- Phase 2 

The Parish Clerk reported that an outline application was to be submitted to 

the County Durham Foundation to attract funding for a Feasibility Study and 

that it was intended to submit an application to the Big Lottery to undertake 

the agreed projects when its funding criteria had been announced. 

A consultation process was being planned to determine what equipment etc., 

residents desired most so that cost estimates could be produced. 

Resolved: That that the information be noted.  

Meeting Terminated: 10:30am  
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

2ND JULY 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), M. McCoy, T. Unsworth,  

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

Mrs. P. English Holiday Approved 

Mrs. P. Maddison Work Commitments Approved 

 

EXEMPT ITEMS NOT FOR PRESS OR PUBLICATION 

In accordance with Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 

as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 

the press and public be excluded from the following item of business on 

the grounds that it involves the disclosure of exempt information, as 

defined in Paragraph 1 Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act 

Meeting Commenced: 10:30am 

34. Proposed Apprenticeship – Update 

The Parish Clerk reported that Peterlee Collage had submitted applications on 

behalf of 8 students interested in the position. 

Having reviewed the applications and after taking into account the supervisory 

time required to manage the position and long term benefits/implications for 

both the person appointed and the Parish Council, it was proposed that the 

allocated funding (£1,500) 3  be transferred to directly employ a suitably 

qualified person, on a part time temporary basis, to undertake a range of basic 

administrative duties. 

Resolved: That the Parish Council employs an administrative assistant on a 
part time temporary basis. 

35. Any Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

                                            
3 Finance Committee held 26/2/2015 minute 176 refers. 
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36. Revision of Contract Terms & Conditions 

The Chair highlighted the fact that since his appointment in 2001 the Terms, 

Conditions and salary of the Parish Clerk had not been reviewed. 

It was evident that his workload had increased significantly over the years and 

that this was likely to continue in the light of the ever changing pace of 

Government Legislation and the demands placed on his time because of the 

new Village Centre operation. 

It was therefore suggested and considered appropriate that a review was now 

undertaken. 

Resolved: That Terms, Conditions and Salary of the Parish Clerk be reviewed. 

Meeting Terminated: 11:00am  
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

2ND JULY 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), M. McCoy, T. Unsworth,  

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

Mrs. P. English Holiday Approved 

Mrs. P. Maddison Work Commitments Approved 

Meeting Commenced: 11:00am 

37. Finance & Budgetary Control Reports 

The Finance & Budgetary Control report detailing all income and expenditure 

since the last meeting and the current budget position was considered. 

Resolved: That the report be accepted and that the Parish Clerk makes 
arrangements to settle any outstanding accounts. 

38. Christmas Tree Lighting 

The Parish Clerk reported that the firm who had provided the original 

quotation of £2,228.00, to illuminate the Christmas tree outside the Village 

Centre had now advised that it would be necessary to increase it to £2,335.52 

in view of the fact that the Parish Council had not accepted the second part of 

the quotation to illuminate the trees on the Village Green at a cost of 

£8,663.944. 

Resolved: That the additional expenditure of £107.52 be approved  

39. Request for Donation 

Thornley FC U13, a newly formed youth football team, which hired the 

Welfare Park from the Parish Council as its home pitch, requested 

sponsorship or a donation to help establish the team. 

It was suggested that sponsorship of the team clothing, featuring the Parish 

Council Logo was a suitable option. 

Resolved:  That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 
and 139 of the Local Government act 1972, should incur the 
following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the 
interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 
manner commensurate with the expenditure of £699.00. 

                                            
4 Meeting held on 5th May 2015 minute18 refers. 
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40. Village Centre Accounts Software 

The Village Centre Management Group requested a donation of £500 to meet 

the cost of providing a Facilities Booking and Account software package.  

In addition they requested that the Parish Clerk be authorised to provide 

overview, assistance and audit guidance if required, to ensure that the 

volunteer(s) operating the system used it effectively.  

Resolved:  That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 
and 139 of the Local Government act 1972, should incur the 
following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the 
interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 
manner commensurate with the expenditure of £500.0 and that the 
Parish Clerk be authorised to assist as required. 

41. Room Hire Fees for Parish Council Meetings. 

It was pointed out that since meetings of the Parish Council and its 

Committees were now being held in the Village Centre which was operated by 

a Management Group, it would be necessary for them to pay the appropriate 

room hire fees. 

Resolved: That the payment of invoices submitted by the Village Centre 
Management Group for rooms hired by the Parish Council for any 
of its meetings throughout the year be approved. 

42. Allotments - Rent Consultation 

The Parish Clerk provided background information and reminded members of 

previous decisions of the Council when trying to devise a fairer method to 

calculate annual allotment rents.  

It was now proposed that every tenant be provided with the sizes of all 

allotments, calculated using Global Positioning Satellite information (GPS) 

and that they be asked to elect which of two methods they would prefer the 

Parish Council to adopt.  

 a) All rents should be based on the actual size of the 

allotment gardens. This would mean some tenants would pay less and some 

would pay more. 

 b) All rents should be the same even though some 

allotments are bigger than others. 

  All tenants would pay the same amount of rent – the status 

quo. 

The majority decision of tenants, based on the results of the consultation 

process, would then form the basis on which the Parish Council could 

calculate the annual rents. 

Resolved: That all allotment tenants be consulted on the proposal as outlined 
asking them to vote on their preferred option for calculating annual 
rents. 
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43. Any Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

44. Council Tax Briefing 

The Chair and Parish Clerk reported on an event organised by C.D.A.L.C in 

conjunction with Durham County Council on the Council Tax Base and 

Localisation of Council Tax Reduction Scheme on 24th June 2014.  

All Parish Councillors had received an invitation to attend this important event 

which was presented by Paul Darby the County Treasurer. 

It was noted that Thornley Parish Council’s Precept Support Grant currently 

£19,095 was likely to reduce by 16% (approximately £3,000) for 2016/17, a 

further 13% in 2017/18 and an additional 13% in 2018/19 all of which would 

have a knock on effect when calculating budgets and Precept amounts.  

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

Meeting Terminated: 12: noon 
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

7TH JULY 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. A. Kelly, J. Luke, Mrs. P. Maddison, 

M. McCoy, T. Unsworth, J. Wilson. 

STAFF 

The Parish Clerk 

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

Mrs. P. English Personal Approved 

Mrs. .K. Huntington (nee Scrivin) Personal Approved 

County Councillor M. Nichols Personal Approval 

 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.   

Meeting commenced: 7:00pm 

45. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 5th May 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

46. Minutes of the Facilities Committee Meeting 

The draft minutes of the Facilities Committee held on 2nd July 2015 were 

tabled for the information of members. 

Resolved: That the information be noted 

47. Minutes of the Personnel Committee Meeting 

The draft minutes of the Personnel Committee held on 2nd July 2015 were 

tabled for the information of members. 

Resolved: That the information be noted 

48. Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting 

The draft minutes of the Finance Committee held on 2nd July 2015 were 

tabled for the information of members. 

Resolved: That the information be noted 

49. Public Question and Answer Session 

No members of the public were in attendance. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 
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50. Police Report 

As no police were present a report was unavailable. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

51. Unitary County Councillor 

In his absence Councillor Nicholls had provided the Parish Clerk with a written 

report for the attention of members5. 

Resolved: That the report be received and that Durham County Council be 
asked to explain the reason a traffic bollard had been installed at 
Ellerby Mews and in addition a request be submitted for sections 
numbered 16/2 and 16/3 of the Public Footpath at the rear of St. 
Bede Crescent be cut back as overgrowth was preventing access 
along its route.   

Action: The Parish Clerk to write to Durham County Council in connection 
with these issues and reports back to a future meeting of the Parish 
Council. 

52. Risk Assessments – Revisions 

The Parish Clerk reported that no alterations or amendments were required. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

53. County Durham Association of Local Councils 

The Parish Clerk reported that no delegates had been appointed to attend 

meetings of the association. 

Resolved: That this item be removed as a standing item from future agendas. 

Action: To be undertaken by the Parish Clerk. 

54. CDALC Medium & Small Councils Forum 

A verbal report was presented to members on the meeting held at Seaton 

Holme, Easington on the 9th June 2015. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

55. Thornley Village Centre Management Group 

A verbal report was presented to members on the current status of the Village 

Centre operation along with an explanation on proposed activities. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

56. Revision of Standing Orders - Date & Times of Parish Council Meetings 

Members considered changing the dates and times of when Parish Council 

meetings were held from evenings to a morning or afternoon.  

As not all members were present at the meeting it was suggested that the 

Parish Clerk conducts a survey to determine if a daytime meeting would be 

more convenient for members. 

Resolved: That a decision be deferred until the results of a survey were 
available. 

                                            
5 Copy made available to members. 
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Action: The Parish Clerk to write to all members to obtain their preferences.  

57. Annual Audit Return 2014/15 

BDO Stoy Hayward requested that additional information/clarification was 

provided and the Annual Audit Return 2014/15 amended. 

The Parish Clerk reported that to comply with Audit Regulations, alterations to 

the return must be sanctioned by the Parish Council before being returned to 

the external auditor for completion. 

Resolved: That the Annual Return be amended as required. 

Action: The Parish Clerk to return the amended report to the auditors. 

58. Any Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

59. Potential Eviction from land 

Durham County Council advised that it was to evict the Parish Council from 

land adjacent to the former Thornley Community Centre on which the Parish 

Council’s depot facility was located. 

Resolved: That the County Council be requested to meet and discuss this 
matter in order to find a mutually acceptable solution.  

Action: The Parish Clerk to arrange a meeting between Parish Councillors 
and officers of Durham County Council. 

Meeting terminated 8:45pm 

Date of next normal meeting of the Parish Council will take place in Thornley 
Village Centre on Tuesday 1st September 2015 commencing 7:00pm 
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

28TH JULY 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. P. Maddison 

STAFF 

The Parish Clerk 

APOLOGIES 

No apologies were received  

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting commenced: 9:30am 

60. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 2nd July 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record. 

61. Picnic Tables/Benches 

Members discussed the desirability of purchasing picnic tables and benches 

for installation on land adjacent to the Village Centre for use by residents.  

Resolved: That two Olympic picnic tables and combined benches in black be 
purchased from Marmax Ltd at a total cost of £1,114.08 

Action: The Parish Clerk to arrange. 

Meeting terminated: 10:05am  
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

27TH AUGUST 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, M. McCoy, T. Unsworth,  

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

Mrs. P. Maddison Work Commitments Approved 

 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present. 

Meeting commenced: 10:00am 

62. Draft Minutes of the Meeting 28th July 2015 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 28th July 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

63. Progress Report of the Parish Clerk 

The Parish Clerk reported on the following issues:- 

Attempted Break-in at Cemetery – Thieves had removed a number of tiles 

from the roof but had not gained entry to the premises. Arrangements had 

been made to undertake repairs as soon as practicable. 

Vandalism at Welfare Park – The “dugouts” recently restored by the football 

teams had been demolished and windows in the facility were constantly being 

attacked. The teams had been advised of the need to repair/rebuild the 

dugouts if they deemed it necessary and arrangements were being made to 

have the windows bricked at Parish Council expense to prevent further 

damage. 

Future of Depot Site – A meeting had been held with an officer of D.C.C. to 

discuss the situation and a number of proposals had been made in an effort to 

resolve the situation and prevent “Notice” being served on the Parish Council 

to vacate the land. As the matter was ongoing progress reports would be 

made to members as it developed. 

Youll House Furniture –– In accordance with an earlier decision of the 

Parish Council the (surplus) furniture and equipment had been donated to 

other organisations in Thornley. Steps were being taken to dispose of 

remaining items by the most appropriate method. 

Sure Start would also be advised to remove their toys and other items (in 

storage) should the Parish Council subsequently decide to demolish the 

premises.  
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Grounds Maintenance – A temporary assistant gardener had been employed 

to assist with the burials and other operations over the summer months.  

Horses on Parish Land – Although some difficulties had been faced in 

determining the ownership of a pony tethered on Parish land without 

permission this had now been resolved and an application was awaited. 

Picnic Tables – In accordance with an earlier decision of the Parish Council 2 

picnic tables had been ordered and delivered. Unfortunately they were faulty 

and had had to be returned to the supplier. It was anticipated that 

replacements would be delivered on week commencing 31st August 2015. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

64. Village Centre – Phase II Development 

In order to progress the Phase II development permission was sought to make 

application(s) to appropriate agencies for funding the appointment of a firm to 

undertake a Feasibility Study. 

It was suggested that an application also be made to Durham County Council 

to earmark 106 funds for the same purpose. 

Resolved: That permission be granted. 

Action: The Parish Clerk to arrange. 

65. Youll House Demolition 

In accordance with an earlier decision of the Parish Council a quotation 

totalling £8,500 to demolish the premises had been obtained.  

The Parish Clerk advised that, should the Parish Council decide to proceed 

with the demolition, it would need to comply with Standing Order for Contracts 

by placing an appropriate advertisement in the local press to give all suitable 

firms the opportunity to undertake the work. This was because the estimated 

cost exceeded £5,000. 

Resolved: That the premises be demolished but in view of its nature, the 
decision referred to the full meeting of the Parish Council for 
endorsement. 

Action: The Parish Clerk to agenda as appropriate.  

Meeting terminate: 10:40am 

Date of next normal meeting of the Facilities Committee to take place in 
Thornley Village Centre on Tuesday 29th October 2015 commencing 10:00am 
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

27TH AUGUST 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, M. McCoy, T. Unsworth,  

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

Mrs. P. Maddison Work Commitments Approved 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present. 

Meeting commenced: 11:00am 

66. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 2nd July 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record. 

67. Finance & Budgetary Control Reports 

The Finance & Budgetary Control report detailing all income and expenditure 

since the last meeting and the current budget position was considered. 

Resolved: That the report be accepted and that the Parish Clerk makes 
arrangements to settle any outstanding accounts. 

68. Annual Audit of Accounts Ending 31st March 2015 (Ref: 7607) 

BDO Stoy Hayward LLP advised that they had completed the audit of the 

parish council’s accounts for the financial year ending 31st March 2015. 

There were no matters which required the issuing of a separate additional 

issues arising report and that arrangements must now be made for the 

residents to view the Notice of Conclusion of Audit. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

Action: That the Parish Clerk post notices as required. 

69. Request for Donation (Ref: 7580) 

Butterwick House requested a donation to aid their work over the next 12 

months. 

Resolved:  That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 
and 139 of the Local Government act 1972, should incur the 
following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the 
interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 
manner commensurate with the expenditure of £50.00. 
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70. Request for Donation (REF: 7622) 

East Durham Community Transport requested a donation to aid their work 

over the next 12 months. 

Resolved:  That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 
and 139 of the Local Government act 1972, should incur the 
following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the 
interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 
manner commensurate with the expenditure of £50.00. 

Meeting terminated: 11:30am 

Date of next normal meeting of the Finance Committee will take place in 
Thornley Village Centre on Tuesday 29th October 2015 commencing 10:30am 
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

1ST SEPTEMBER 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. K. Huntington, Mrs. 

A. Kelly,  Mrs. P. Maddison, M. McCoy, T. Unsworth, J. Wilson, J. Williams. 

STAFF 

The Parish Clerk 

Loren Simpson – Administrative Assistant 

OTHER 

Mrs. S. Pearce – Area Action Partnership 

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

J. Luke Personal Approved 

County Councillor M. Nichols Personal Approval 

 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.   

Meeting commenced: 7:00pm 

With the Chair’s permission the Parish Clerk introduced Loren Simpson and 

informed Councillors that in accordance with a previous decision she had been 

appointed as an Administrative Assistant on a part time temporary basis in place of 

an apprentice.  

71. Police Report 

As the police were not present no report was available. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

72. Commemorative Plaque – John Scott Youll VC 

Shealagh Pearce of the Area Action Partnership referred to information 

previously distributed to members and gave a short presentation on the 

procedure for installing the plaque and for determining the best location. 

The Chair reported that the Parish Council had already initiated a meeting of 

residents interested in organising related events in order that an application 

for funding could be made to appropriate agencies prior to the event in 

2018.For its part the Parish Council was endeavouring to have the War 

Memorial refurbished. 
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It was suggested that the A.A.P. send a representative to the next meeting of 

the group to further its objectives. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

Action: The Parish Clerk to forward an invitation to the A.A.P. to attend the 
next War Memorial Restoration Group Meeting. 

73. Public Question and Answer Session 

As no members of the public were in attendance no questions were raised, 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

74. Draft Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 7th July 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

75. Matters Arising - Report of the Parish Clerk 

The Parish Clerk provided an update on current or outstanding issues. 

Bollard Installation Dunelm Road – In accordance with previous instruction, 

D.C.C. had been asked to provide the reason for installing a bollard. As yet no 

response had been received. 

Overgrowth on Public Footpaths - In accordance with previous instruction, 

D.C.C. had been asked to cut back or strim the verges. As yet no response 

had been received. 

Website Development – A number of firms specialising in the development 

of WEB sites for Parish Council’s had been contacted and the situation was 

ongoing. An application for a .gov.uk domain name was under consideration. 

Photocall – Junior Football Club Sponsorship – Following the delivery of 

the football strips which the Parish Council had provided funding, it was 

anticipated that a photocall could be arranged for an article in the next edition 

of the Parish Newsletter. 

Appointment of Administrative Support Worker – As mentioned at the 

commencement of the meeting members were informed of the role of the 

newly appointed Administrative Assistant.  

War Memorial Restoration Group – An initial meeting of the group had 

recently been held. The residents that had attended had been informed that 

the Parish Council was endeavouring to restore the memorial by 15th June 

2018 when the commemorative plaque to Second Lieutenant John Scott Youll 

VC. would be installed. It was hoped that residents would become involved by 

organising their own related activities, funding for which may be available via 

the Parish Council’s applications. 

Resolved:  that the information be noted. 

76. Draft Minutes of the Facilities Committee Meeting 28th July 2015 

The draft minutes of the meeting were tabled for the member’s information. 

Resolved: that the information be noted. 

77. Draft Minutes of the Facilities Committee Meeting 27th August 2015 

The draft minutes of the meeting were tabled for the member’s information. 

Resolved: that the information be noted. 
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78. Draft Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting & Income and 
Expenditure report 27th August 2015 

The draft minutes of the meeting were tabled for the member’s information. 

Resolved: that the information be noted. 

79. Unitary County Councillor 

In the absence of Councillor Nichol’s his written report was tabled for the 

information of members. 

Members were concerned that the footpath bordering the B1279 Ludworth 

Road was in need of attention. The hedges were becoming overgrown on this 

stretch of road and along the public footpath at the side of the Welfare Park.  

Resolved: That Councillor Nichol’s report be received. 

Action: That the Parish Clerk raises the Parish Councils concerns with 
Durham County Council for rectification. 

80. Risk Assessments 

The Parish Clerk reported that no alteration to Risk Assessments was 

required. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

81. Delegates Report on CDALC Medium & Small Councils Forum 

Councillors Mrs. P. English and T. Unsworth reported that no meeting had 

been attended. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

82. Delegates Report on Thornley Village Centre Management Group 

Councillor Mrs. P. Maddison presented a verbal report on the Centre 

operations. A Young Children’s Activity programme had been particularly 

successful. New groups were being attracted to the centre and funding for 11 

to 15 year olds was currently being sought. It was anticipated that the “Winter 

Warmers” meals program that had been such a success last year would be 

arranged again. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

83. Contract Maintenance 

The Parish Clerk reported that two firms had contacted the Parish Council 

seeking to provide no obligation quotations for undertaking all grounds 

maintenance operations. 

Members considered that after taking into account additional savings that 

would result in not having to provide premises and machinery the proposal 

could result in a significant reduction in expenditure. 

Resolved: That “no obligation quotations” be obtained from interested firms 
for consideration by the Facilities Committee. 
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84. Parish Meeting Times  

The Parish Clerk reported that the results of the recent members survey in 

relation to the times Parish Council meeting indicated that the majority were in 

favour of no change to current meeting arrangements. 

Resolved: That Parish Council meeting be convened at 7:00pm as at present. 

85. Execution and sealing of legal deeds  

The Parish Clerk reported that in accordance with Standing Order 22 (a) the 

Parish Council must authorise the signing of the deed required by law to 

transfer land formally in the ownership of the New Thornley Partnership to the 

Parish Council6 and nominate two Councillors to do so7.  

It was further pointed out that as the Chair, Councillor Mrs. J. Unsworth, would 

be signing on behalf of the New Thornley Partnership it was suggested that 

the Vice Chair, Council Mrs. P. Maddison and 1 other Councillor undertake 

the task. 

Resolved: That signing of the deed be authorised by Councillors Mrs. P. 
Maddison and Amanda Kelly. 

Action: The Parish Clerk to arrange. 

86. Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

87. Permission to Tether Horses on Parish Land 

An application was received from a resident wishing to tether 3 horses on 

Parish land at the rear of the Village Centre. 

Resolved: That permission be granted subject to annual review and until such 
time as the area be required for future development and that the 
applicant had appropriate public liability insurance in place.  

Action: The Parish Clerk to arrange. 

  

                                            
6 Meeting of the Parish Council held 3rd March 2015 Minute 199 refer. 
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88. Capital Projects 2016/17 

The Capital Works Program report that provided details of all existing projects, 

estimated costs and current balances was reviewed the in order that the 

amounts required could be incorporated into the 2016/2017 budget. 

Resolved: That the suggested amounts to be reserved in 2016/17 be approved 
an incorporated into the budget.  

Action: The Parish Clerk to arrange. 

Meeting terminated: 8:10pm 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in Thornley Village Centre, 
High Street, Thornley on 3rd November 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

29TH OCTOBER 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. P. Maddison, M. 

McCoy. 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting Commenced: 10:00am 

89. Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies 

90. Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 27th August 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

91. Letter of Thanks (REF: 7676) 

A letter of thanks was received from the Thornley Methodist Church for the 

donation of tables and chairs from Youll House.8 

Resolved: That the letter be received. 

92. Any Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

93. Progress Report of the Parish Clerk 

The Parish Clerk reported on the following issues:- 

Tethering of Horses – The applicant granted permission to tether horses on 

Parish land had had to be notified that his insurance schedule did not provide 

appropriate or adequate third party cover. He had been notified accordingly 

and asked to resubmit copies of his revised policy in due course. Three other 

horses had been tethered without permission by unknown persons on an 

adjacent field. Attempts to identify the owner were ongoing. Members 

suggested that appropriate notices were erected on Parish land advising 

members of the public of the Control of Horses Act 2015.  

                                            
8 Meeting of the Facilities Committee held on 27th August 2015 minute 63 refers 
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Repairs to Cemetery & Welfare Park – The Contractor appointed to 

undertake repairs had undergone an operation and this had delayed matters. 

It was anticipated that the work could however be carried out in the near 

future. 

Picnic Tables/Benches – The Picnic tables purchased recently9 had been 

returned to the supplier because of faulty workmanship. As satisfactory 

replacements could not be provided, the finance expended had been 

recovered. 

WW1 Centenary – Members of the Parish Council were to be asked to form a 

Working Group and submit recommendations on the activities and events 

surrounding the installation of a memorial place to 2nd Lieutenant John Scott 

Youll VC. in 2018. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

Meeting terminated: 10:30am 

The next meeting of the Facilities Committee will be held in Thornley Village 
Centre, High Street, Thornley on Tuesday 7th January 2016 at 10:00a.m. 

  

                                            
9 Minute 61 refers. 
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

29TH OCTOBER 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. P. Maddison, M. 

McCoy. 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting Commenced: 10:30am 

EXEMPT ITEMS NOT FOR PRESS OR PUBLICATION 

In accordance with Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 

as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 

the press and public be excluded from the following item of business on 

the grounds that it involves the disclosure of exempt information, as 

defined in Paragraph 1 Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act 

94. Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 2nd July 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

95. Terms & Conditions of Employment. 

Members considered a report tabled by the Parish Clerk to provide members 

with background information in order that they could determine if his Terms 

and Conditions of Employment should be revised. 

10:05am: The Parish Clerk withdrew from the meeting to allow members 

discussion. 

10:20am: The Parish Clerk returned to the meeting.    

Resolved: That the Terms and Conditions of the Parish Clerk be revised to 
indicate a contracted working week of 37, an office based in 
Thornley Village Centre and SCP scale 37. 

96. Any Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 
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97. Caretaker’s Additional Hours 

The Parish Clerk reminded members that when appointed in 2014, the 

contracted hours of the Caretaker (for Thornley Village Centre) was10 hours 

per week. In addition he was awarded a further 19 additional hours to assist 

with the Parish Council’s general maintenance. 

Analysis of the forthcoming winter maintenance program indicated that there 

would be insufficient work to justify the continued payment of the 19 additional 

hours to the Caretaker. 

Being conscious of Employment Law it was suggested that guidance should 

be sought from the Human Resources Department of Durham County 

Council. 

Resolved: That providing the Employment Law was not contravened the 
additional hours paid to the Caretaker be reduced to 10 hours per 
week.  

Meeting terminated: 11:00am 

The next meeting of the Personnel Committee will be held in Youll House, The 
Villas, Thornley on Tuesday 7th January 2016 at 10:30a.m. 
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

29TH OCTOBER 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. P. Maddison, M. 

McCoy. 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting Commenced: 11:00am 

98. Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 27th August 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

99. Parish Precept 2016/17 

The Parish Clerk reported that it was appropriate at this time to consider the 

budget for 2016/17 and set the precept to be raised via Durham County 

Council.  

The Precept for 2015/16 was £133,197 plus an LCTSS grant of £19,095.  

Examples provided by Durham County Council of possible precept amounts 

and how they would impact on budget proposals were tabled. 

Members were mindful of the need for financial constraint but considered that 

an increase of 1.99% would be required to meet increased demand on 

services even though this may necessitate expending from reserves. 

The Precept required would be £141,905 (an increase of £8,708) plus an 

LCTSS Grant of £13,418 (a reduction of £5,677). 

This would equate to an increase equal to a £2.32 per annum on Band “D” 

properties. 

Resolved: That the Parish Precept for 2016 be increased by 1.99% to £141,905 
plus LCTSS Grant of £13,323 and that Durham County Council be 
advised accordingly. 

100. Review of Welfare Park Hire Fees 2016 

The Parish Clerk reminded members that it was appropriate at this time to 

consider if hire charges should be increased on 1st April 2016. 

Resolved: That there be no increase in the Welfare Park hire fees for 2016. 

101. Review of Allotment Rents 2016 

The Parish Clerk reminded members that it was appropriate at this time to 

consider if allotment rents should be increased on 1st April 2016. 

Resolved: That there be no increase in allotment rents for 2016. 



Page38 of 70 

Y:\Word\Agendas & Minutes\Archive\May15April16\Minutes2015.docx  Printed: 03/07/2018 

102. Review of Cemetery Fees & Charges 2016 

The Parish Clerk reminded members that it was appropriate at this time to 

consider if Cemetery Fees & Charges should be increased on 1st April 2016 

Resolved: That there be no increase in Cemetery Fees and Charges for 2016. 

103. Request for Donation (REF: 7637) 

Thornley Residents Group requested a donation of £50 to cover the cost of 

providing a Bugler at the Annual Remembrance Day Service. 

Resolved:  That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 
and 139 of the Local Government act 1972, should incur the 
following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the 
interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 
manner commensurate with the expenditure of £50.00 

104. Finance & Budgetary Control Reports 

The Finance & Budgetary Control report detailing all income and expenditure 

since the last meeting and the current budget position was considered. 

Resolved: That the report be accepted and that the Parish Clerk makes 
arrangements to settle any outstanding accounts. 

105. Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

106. Request for Donation 

Thornley Village Centre Management Group requested a donation of £350.00 

to provide attractions etc., to coincide with the Parish Council’s switching of 

the Christmas tree lights ceremony on 1st December 2015. 

Members were mindful to accede to the request but it was pointed out that this 

could not be approved that this meeting because of the rules governing 

expenditure of items not shown on the agenda. 

Resolved: That this be deferred for formal approval at the next meeting of the 
Finance Committee.  

Meeting terminated: 11:30am 

The next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held in Thornley Village 
Centre, High Street, Thornley on Tuesday 7th January  2016 at 11:00am. 
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

3RD NOVEMBER 2015 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. K. Huntington, Mrs. 

A. Kelly, J. Luke, Mrs. P. Maddison, T. Unsworth, G. Wilson. 

APOLOGIES 

No apologies were received. 

PUBLIC 

One member of the public was present. 

Meeting Commenced: 7:00pm 

107. Draft Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 1st September 2015 were approved 

and signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

108. Draft Minutes of the Facilities Committee Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 29th October 2015 were tabled for 

the member’s information. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

109. Draft Minutes of the Personnel Committee Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 29th October 2015 were tabled for 

the member’s information. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

110. Draft Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 29th October 2015 were tabled for 

the member’s information. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

111. Police Report 

As the police were not present a report was unavailable. 

Members expressed concern that there had been no police presence at the 

Parish Council meetings for some months and that a considerable number of 

residents were now parking their vehicles on the pedestrian path on each side 

of Dunelm Road. 

Resolved: That the information be noted and the Council’s concerns be raised 
with the Police Commissioner. 

Action: The Parish Clerk to ascertain if attendance could be improved and 
if any P.A.C.T. meetings were being held in the village. 
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112. Public Question and Answer Session 

A member of the public enquired if there were any vacancies for members on 

the Parish Council. 

The Chair advised that there were none at present and that should any occur 

in future they would be filled using the procedure defined by the Monitoring 

Officer of Durham County Council. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

113. Matters Arising - Progress Report of the Parish Clerk  

The Parish Clerk provided an update on outstanding and current issues. 

 Bollard Installation Dunelm Road – requested by residents to prevent 

some car drivers mounting the pavement and by-passing the traffic 

calming measures. 

 Overgrown Hedges and Paths – B1279 – Durham County Council had 

advised that because of budget cutbacks they only had 2 operatives 

attending to these matters across the whole of the county. It was 

anticipated that the hedges would be attended too over the course of 

the 2 weeks.10 

 Contract Maintenance – This was being progressed.  

 Village Centre Land Transfer- now complete. 

 Parish Newsletter – Publication date delayed. It was anticipated that 

this would now be produced in early 2016. 

 Traffic Calming Measures outside St. Godric’s School Wheatley Hill – 

the re-occurring damage to the “rubber cushions” had been raised with 

Durham County Council and asked if they should now be replaced with 

fully tarmacadam.  

 Members highlighted the potential for accidents to occur now that the 

round-a-bout at the junction of Dunelm Road, Cottingham Grove and 

The Villas had been relocated and asked that this be brought to the 

attention of Durham County Council. 

 As concern was being expressed by Councillors and Trustees of the 

Village Centre at the lack of progress on the part of Durham County 

Council to rectify outstanding issues identified within the 12 month 

defects period the situation would be discussed with the Parish 

Solicitor.  

Resolved: That the report be received. 

114. Unitary County Councillor 

Because County Councillor Nichols was not present a report was unavailable. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

115. Risk Assessments – Revisions 

The Parish Clerk reported that no alterations or amendments were required. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

                                            
10 It was noted that some of the work had been undertaken prior to the parish meeting. 
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116. CDALC Medium & Small Councils Forum 

Delegates reported that they were unable to attend. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

117. Thornley Village Centre Management Group 

A verbal report was presented to members on the current status of the Village 

Centre operation along with an explanation on proposed activities. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

118. Lease Agreement with Trustees of Thornley Village Centre 

Councillors Mrs. P. English, Mrs. P. Maddison and T. Unsworth declared 

a personal interest in this item and took no further part in the discussion 

or voting procedure that followed. 

The Parish Clerk tabled information relating to the meeting held between 

Members of the Parish Council and the Trustees of the Village Centre held on 

5th October 2015 when it had been suggested that the Parish Council be 

responsible for the payment of all service charges and day to day 

maintenance of the premises etc. The Trustees to pay the sum of £5,000 

(renegotiable every 12 months) to off-set expenditure incurred. Any surplus 

being ring fenced by the Parish Council in a “sync-fund” to be used for period 

maintenance of the building as defined in the lease that existed between the 

Parish Council and Durham County Council. 

 Resolved: That suitable Lease agreement between the Parish Council & the 
Trustees of the Village Centre for the operation of the facility be 
produced. 

Action: The Parish Clerk.  

119. Appointment of Trustee to Village Centre Management Group 

Members to appoint a new Trustee to serve on the Management Group due to 

a change in its composition. 

Resolved: That because no nominations were made the position stands 
vacant. 

120. Village Centre Working Group – Phase II 

The Parish Clerk reported that in order to progress the development of 

outdoor facilities on land adjacent to the Village Centre it would be appropriate 

to set up a Working Group comprising Councillors, representatives of other 

agencies and residents to consult with interested parties and provide the 

Parish Council with recommendations and cost estimates. 

Resolved: That the Village Centre Phase II Development Working Group be 
created and that Councillors Mrs. P. English, Mrs. K. Huntington & 
Mrs. P. Maddison be appointed to serve as delegates of the Parish 
Council. 

Action: The Parish Clerk to define suitable Terms of Reference, arrange the 
inaugural meeting and report back on progress. 
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121. Demolition of Youll House 

Members were asked to specifically endorse the decision of the Facilities 

Committee held on 27th August 2015 that Youll House be demolished11 

Resolved: That arrangements be made to demolish Youll House as soon as 
practicable. 

Action: The Parish Clerk to make appropriate arrangements. 

122. Legal Briefing - Co-option of Councillors 

The Parish Clerk tabled legal briefing re-issued by N.A.L.C. on the Co-option 

and vetting procedures they recommend Council’s adhere to when such 

vacancies occur on Parish Councils. 

Resolved: That the Parish Council adopts the recommendations along with 
the person specification and the competencies listed on the Person 
Specification when appointing Co-opted Members in future. 

123. SLCC 41st National Conference  

Members were asked to recall that they had been asked if the Parish should 

send delegates and given an equal opportunity to attend.  

Members responded as follows:- 

  6 were in favour of the Parish sending delegates.  

  2 were not in favour of the Parish sending delegates 

  2 did not reply. 

Of those members in favour of sending delegates all had excused themselves 

from attending because of prior commitments other than Councillor Mrs. 

Unsworth.  

As a result places were booked for the Chair & Parish Clerk.  

Resolved: That the action of the Parish Clerk be endorsed. 

124. Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

125. Allotments Maintenance  

The Coopers Close Allotment Association had been notified that the Parish 

Council was to be advised of their failure to maintain the allotment paths at an 

acceptable standard. 

Resolved: That maintenance of the allotment paths be returned to the Parish 
Council and the associated costs be charged to the appropriate 
budget cost centre. 

                                            
11 Minute 65 refers. 
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126. Regional Community Event 

An outline programme and preliminary details of a 2nd regional event entitled 

Your Region Your Community Your Event being organised by N.A.L.C. to 

take place on 6th March 2016 were tabled for discussion. Venue and specific 

details to be provided by N.A.L.C. nearer the time of the event. 

Resolved: That all Councillors and the Parish Clerk be authorised to attend. 

Action: Councillors to provide their names to the Parish Clerk who would 
reserve sufficient places. 

127. Remembrance Day Service 

Members were reminded that the annual Remembrance Day Service was to 

be held at the Thornley War Memorial on Sunday 8th November 2015 when 

the Chair would place a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council. 

Those attending should arrive at 10:40am 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

Meeting terminated 8:20pm 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in Thornley Village Centre, 
High Street, Thornley on 12th January 2016 at 7:00 p.m.   
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

8TH JANUARY 2016 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. P. Maddison, M. 

McCoy. 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting Commenced: 10:00am 

128. Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies 

129. Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 29th October 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

130. Progress Report of the Parish Clerk  

The Parish Clerk reported on the following issues:- 

Village Centre – The Parish Clerk reported that the Parish Solicitor had been 

requested to provide advice on what steps could be taken to ensure that 

Durham County Council complied with the lease agreement and undertake 

the outstanding issues relating to the “snagging issues”. 

Village Centre Lease Agreement with Trustees – It was anticipated that a 

suitable agreement could be signed in the near future by representatives of 

the Parish Council and the Trustees in the near future for implementation as 

from 1st April 2016 

Village Centre Phase II Working Group – The Parish Clerk reported a 

number of firms had been asked to provide proposals and cost estimates for 

works. When these had been obtained representative of local organisations 

and the Parish Council would be invited to attend an inaugural meeting to 

progress the initiative. 

Demolition of Youll House – Ownership of a gas meter outside the premises 

could not be established and as a result demolition of the property was being 

delayed. Once all services had been removed (by the respective providers at 

additional cost) arrangements could be made to level the site.  

Meeting terminated: 10:30am 

The next meeting of the Facilities Committee will be held in Thornley Village 
Centre, High Street, Thornley on Tuesday 25thFebruary 2016 at 10:00a.m.   
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

8TH JANUARY 2016 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. P. Maddison, M. 

McCoy. 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting Commenced: 10:30am 

EXEMPT ITEMS NOT FOR PRESS OR PUBLICATION 

In accordance with Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 

as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 

the press and public be excluded from the following item of business on 

the grounds that it involves the disclosure of exempt information, as 

defined in Paragraph 1 Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act 

131. Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies 

132. Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 29th October 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

133. Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

134. Administrative Assistant 

A verbal request made by the Thornley Village Centre Trustees to increase 

the number of hours worked by their Administrative Assistant from 4 hours to 

15 hours per week until 31st March 2016 to provide help with the operation of 

the Village centre was considered.  

The Trustees to cover the cost incurred. 

Resolved: That the request be agreed. 

Action: The Parish Clerk to make appropriate arrangements. 

Meeting terminated: 10:45am 

The next meeting of the Personnel Committee will be held in Thornley Village 
Centre, High Street, Thornley on Tuesday 25th February 2016 at 10:30am.   
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

7TH JANUARY 2016 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. P. Maddison, M. 

McCoy. 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting Commenced: 11:00am 

135. Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 29th October 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

136. Request for Donation 

Members were asked to recall that this item was deferred from the previous 

meeting because of the rules governing expenditure of items not shown on 

the agenda. 

A request for a donation of £350.00 from the Thornley Village Centre 

Management Group from to provide attractions etc., to coincide with the 

Parish Council’s switching of the Christmas tree lights ceremony on 1st 

December 2015 was considered. 

Resolved:  That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 
and 139 of the Local Government act 1972, should incur the 
following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the 
interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 
manner commensurate with the expenditure of £350.00 

137. Request for Donation (REF: 7702) 

A request from Durham Cathedral for a donation toward the cost of a major 

development programme and upkeep of the icon of the North East in 2016 

was considered. 

Resolved:  That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 
and 139 of the Local Government act 1972, should incur the 
following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the 
interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 
manner commensurate with the expenditure of £50.00 
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138. Request for Donation (REF: 7705) 

A request for a donation from the Great North Air Ambulance  to help fund the 

service over the next 12 months was considered. 

Members are advised that a previous donation of £300 was made in 5th 

November 2013. 

Resolved:  That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 
and 139 of the Local Government act 1972, should incur the 
following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the 
interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 
manner commensurate with the expenditure of £300.00 

139. Letter of Thanks (REF: 7706) 

A letter of thanks has been received from the Butterwick Hospice for the 

Parish Council’s recent donation. 

Resolved: That the letter be received. 

140. Finance & Budgetary Control Reports 

The Finance & Budgetary Control report detailing all income and expenditure 

since the last meeting and the current budget position was considered. 

Resolved: That the report be accepted and that the Parish Clerk makes 
arrangements to settle any outstanding accounts. 

141. Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

Meeting terminated: 11:15am 

The next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held in Thornley Village 
Centre, High Street, Thornley on Tuesday 25th February  2016 at 11:00am.  
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

12TH JANUARY 2016 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. A. Kelly,  Mrs. P. 

Maddison, M. McCoy, T. Unsworth, J. Williams, J. Wilson. 

County Councillor Nichols. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

J. Luke  Personal Approved 

Mrs. .K. Huntington (nee Scrivin) Personal Approved 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present. 

Meeting Commenced: 7:00pm 

142. Draft Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 3rd November 2015 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

143. Matters Arising - Progress Report of the Parish Clerk  

The Parish Clerk provided an update on outstanding and current issues. 

 Traffic Calming Measures outside St. Godric’s School Wheatley Hill – 

Durham County Council had undertaken repairs but not implemented 

the Parish Council’s suggested long term solution to replace the 

“rubber cushions” with tarmacadam. Members pointed out that the 

chevron signage also required attention as it obscured the view of 

oncoming traffic. It was suggested that an officer of Durham County be 

invited to a future Parish Council Meeting to comment on this issue.  

 Parish Newsletter – Due to other demands on officer time the 

publication date had had to be delayed. It was anticipated that this 

would now be produced in early 2016 or articles included on the Parish 

Council’s Website which was due to go live on Wednesday 13th 

January 2016. 

 Durham County Council had been contacted regarding the re-located 

round-a-bout at the junction of Dunelm Road, Cottingham Grove and 

The Villas. The new location had been determined after consultation 

with various parties and whilst understanding the concerns expressed 

by the Parish Council it was unlikely that it would be repositioned to its 

former location because of financial implications. It was suggested that 

an officer of Durham County be invited to a future Parish Council 

Meeting to comment on this issue.  
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 P.A.C.T. Meetings – the Police had been contacted seeking 

clarification as to whether meeting were still taking place in Thornley 

but no response had been received. Councillor Nichols reported that 

they were still taking place in Wheatley Hill.  

Resolved: That the report be received. 

Action: Parish Clerk to make appropriate arrangements. 

144. Police Report 

As the police were not present no report was available. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

145. Draft Minutes of the Facilities Committee Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2016 were tabled for the 

member’s information. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

146. Draft Minutes of the Personnel Committee Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2016 were tabled for the 

member’s information. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

147. Draft Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2016 were tabled for the 

member’s information. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

148. Public Question and Answer Session 

No members of the public were in attendance. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

149. Unitary County Councillor 

County Councillor Morris Nichols provided a verbal report on potential 

implications on services resulting from having to meet Central Government 

restrictions on finance.  

In order to provide a “private” bus service to villages in the locality, it was 

being suggested that Parish Council’s make a financial contribution. A full 

feasibility study was to be undertaken to enable Parish Council’s to determine 

their involvement. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

150. Risk Assessments – Revisions 

The Parish Clerk reported that no alterations or amendments were required. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

151. CDALC Medium & Small Councils Forum 

Delegates reported that they were unable to attend. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 
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152. Delegates Report on Thornley Village Centre Management Group 

Councillor Mrs. Unsworth provided a comprehensive report on the current 

situation and on recent events provided in the centre. Particular emphasis was 

given to the success of Christmas events attended by many parents and 

children. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

153. Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

154. Standards Training for Councillors 

The Chair provided a detailed verbal report on the event organised by County 

Durham Association of Local Councils that both she and Councillor Mrs P. 

English had attended. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

155. Society of Local Council Clerks Practitioners Conference 

Approval was sought to attend this very worthwhile annual event being held in 

Stratford on Avon on Thursday & Friday 25th & 26th February 2016 as it 

provided up-to-date information via hands-on practical sessions. 

Cost for Clerks and Councillors is £249 per delegate. 

The Chair reported that she had attended conference previously and found it 

to be both interesting and beneficial. She would welcome the opportunity to 

represent the Council again but suggested that another member may wish to 

do so. 

Resolved: It was resolved that Councillor Williams (or in his absence 
Councillor Mrs.  Unsworth) and the Parish Clerk attend subject to 
workload. 

Action: Parish Clerk to make arrangement as necessary. 

156. Dog Patrol Areas 

Members were informed of a scheme organised by Durham County Council in 

towns and villages in the area using volunteers to monitor dog fouling etc.  

Resolved: That further information be obtained for consideration. 

Action: Parish Clerk to arrange. 

Meeting terminated 8:20pm 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in Thornley Village Centre, 
High Street, Thornley on 1st March 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
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 MINUTES OF 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

2ND FEBRUARY 2016 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. A. Kelly, M. McCoy. 

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

J. Luke  Personal Approved 

T. Unsworth Personal Approved 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present. 

Meeting Commenced: 7:00 p.m. 

157. Depot Storage facility 

The Parish Clerk provided members with background information on this issue 

and reported that Durham County Council were now proposing that in their 

opinion the only feasible option available was for the Parish Council to enter 

into a licence to occupy the land for a specified time period, i.e. twelve 

months. This would allow the Parish an additional period of time, to seek an 

alternative site for the grass cutting equipment, tractors etc. and to remove the 

container from Council land. 

Members were mindful if the contracting out of the grounds maintenance 

reverted back to the Parish Council after the initial 12 months the proposed 

lease period may be inadequate if a new storage facility had then to be 

constructed elsewhere. 

Resolved: That D.C.C. be requested to increase the period to 24 months and 
provide details of the proposed lease. 

Meeting terminated 7:20pm 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in Thornley Village Centre, 
High Street, Thornley on 1st March 2016 at 7:00 p.m.   
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

2ND FEBRUARY 2016 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. P. Maddison, M. 

McCoy. 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting Commenced: 6:00pm 

158. Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 7th January 2016 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

159. Finance & Budgetary Control Reports 

The Finance & Budgetary Control report detailing all income and expenditure 

since the last meeting and the current budget position was considered. 

Resolved: That the report be accepted and that the Parish Clerk makes 
arrangements to settle any outstanding accounts. 

160. Request for Donation 

A request from the Children’s Foundation for a donation toward their current 

appeal was considered. 

Resolved: That the request be received. 

Meeting terminated at 6:30pm 

The next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held in Thornley Village 
Centre, High Street, Thornley on Thursday 28th April 2016 at 11:00am.  
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

1ST MARCH 2016 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. English, Mrs. K. Huntington, Mrs. 

A. Kelly, Mrs. P. Maddison, M. McCoy, T. Unsworth, G. Wilson. 

County Councillor Nichols, County Councillor L. Hovells. 

APOLOGIES 

No apologies were received. 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present. 

Meeting Commenced 7:00 p.m. 

161. Police Report 

As no police were present a report was unavailable. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

162. Public Question and Answer Session 

No members of the public were in attendance. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

163. Minutes of the Previous Parish Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 12th January 2016 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record. 

164. Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 2nd February 2016 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record. 

165. Matters Arising - Progress Report of the Parish Clerk 

The Parish Clerk provided an update on current or outstanding issues. 

Traffic Calming Measures B1279 outside St. Godric’s School Wheatley Hill – 

D.C.C. had responded to previous requests stating that they were aware of 

the problems with the failing speed cushions and a scheme to replace them 

with asphalt ones had been ordered.  The cushions were failing due to the 

construction of the road not providing sufficient strength for the chemical-fixed 

bolts to remain firm.  They are hoping that the replacement cushions will be 

completed in the next two months. 
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Thornley Mini-roundabout Officers had met with representatives some time 

ago to discuss the position of the roundabout.  At the site meeting the position 

was discussed and overhead images provided showed that the position had 

only slightly changed after the resurfacing.  This position was not considered 

to be dangerous.  It was noted that the main issue was motorists who were 

not slowing for the roundabout and that this was not due to the position of the 

roundabout but more a one of too much familiarity with the location and not 

expecting to have to give way.  Unfortunately there were no measures that 

could be introduced which could overcome the complacency of motorists. 

Dog Patrol Areas Additional information on this scheme was provided to 

members. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

166. Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting 

The draft minutes of the Finance Committee held on 2nd February 2016 were 

tabled for the information of members. 

Resolved: That the information be noted 

167. Unitary County Councillor 

Councillor Morris Nichols & Councillor Lucy Hovels gave a comprehensive 

verbal report on the financial position of the County Council outlining the 

extremely difficult challenges being faced to reduce expenditure by £104 

million by 2020 in order meet the financial target set be central government.  

They also reported that 115 new dwellings, comprising 2 and 3 bedroom 

homes, bungalows and affordable houses were to be built on farmland 

adjacent to the A690 in the vicinity of Wheatley Hill and Thornley. 

Councillor Nichols pointed out that he had received a request from the 

Trustees of the Thornley Village Centre for £3000 to fund an administrative 

position. Payment would be made via the A.A.P. in the new financial year.  

He was also pursuing a request that a dog litter bin could be installed on the 

bridle way adjacent to the Welfare Park. 

Newly appointed PC Terry Hall was endeavouring to consolidate a number of 

P.A.C.T. meetings taking place in the area in an attempt to streamline the 

process of addressing residents’ concerns. 

Councillor Hovells reported that the Police Commissioner would now 

administrate the funding for Young People’s activities. 

Members expressed concern regarding the poor street lighting on the Gore 

Hill Estate and Councillor Nichols agreed to raise the issue with the 

appropriate officer at D.C.C. 

Members raised concern at the dangerous situation developing outside St. 

Godric’s School caused by parents parking on the footpath and highway when 

dropping off/collecting children from school. 

It was suggested this be raised with the Headmistress and P.C. Terry Hall to 

see if anything could be done to resolve the problem before an accident 

occurred. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

Action: Parish Clerk raises the issue with Headmistress of St. Godric’s 
School and P.C. Hall. 
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168. Risk Assessments 

The Parish Clerk reported that no alterations or amendments were required. 

Resolved: That the information be noted. 

169. Delegates Report on CDALC Medium & Small Councils Forum 

Councillor English gave a verbal report on the topics discussed at the meeting 

and highlighted that funding for the administrative officers post was to end 

shortly. It had also been pointed out that there was approximately £331k of 

Section 106  agreement funding still available for projects. 

Resolved: That the report be received. 

170. Delegates Report on Thornley Village Centre Management Group 

Councillor Mrs. J. Unsworth reported on the continuing success of the centres 

operation and provided details of forthcoming activities. 

Resolved: that the report be received. 

171. NE Regional Event “Your Region Your Community” 9th March 2016 

The Parish Clerk reported that details of this event had already been provided 

to members.  

Resolved:  That Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth & Mrs. P. English be authorised 
to attend. 

172. S.L.C.C. Practitioner Conference Booking 

The Parish Clerk tabled a report detailing the reasons why an additional place 

was required at the conference and the action taken. 

Resolved: That the action taken by the Parish Clerk endorsed. 

173. Delegates Report on attendance at S.L.C.C. Practitioners Conference 

Councillor Mrs. Unsworth outlined the reasons for attending and the 

networking opportunities provided. She also gave a verbal report on the topics 

discussed and the knowledge gained.  

Resolved: That the report be received. 

174. Members Expenses – Request for Additional Payment 

A request from Councillor Williams that the Parish Council cover the cost of 

his additional overnight’s accommodation whilst attending the recent S.L.C.C. 

Practitioners Conference was considered. 

Referring to the report tabled earlier in the meeting,12 by the Parish Clerk, 

members expressed deep concern that despite efforts made to comply with 

Councillor Williams request that he be authorised to attend the conference 

and that the additional accommodation he had personally requested be 

booked on his behalf, he had failed to turn up. Furthermore he had not offered 

any explanation for not doing so. This had resulted in unnecessary 

expenditure of £401.20 of Council Tax funding. 

  

                                            
12 Minute 169 refers. 
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Resolved: That:-  

a) The request be refused and that Councillor Williams be 
required to reimburse the Parish Council the sum of 
£128.00 for the additional overnight accommodation 
booked at his request, 

b) That until Councillor Williams provides an acceptable 
explanation for not attending repayment of travel 
expenses incurred by him be withheld, 

c) That Councillor Williams be requested to reimburse the 
Parish Council a further £401.20 in lost conference fees 
providing provision existed under existing Council 
policies. 

 This was the unanimous decision of Council Members in 
attendance. 

175. NE Community Led Development Network Workshop 20th April 2016 

The Parish Clerk reported that initial details of the event which was to take 

place in Stocksfield Community Centre, Northumberland, had already been 

provided to members. 

Resolved: That Councillor Unsworth be authorised to attend. 

176. Resignation of Councillor 

Members were advised that Councillor John Luke had tendered his 

resignation. 

The Monitoring Officer had been advised and arrangements were being made 

to call an election or fill the position by means of co-option. 

Resolved: That the information be noted 

177. Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), the Chair following consultation with the 

Proper Officer, agreed that the following items of business not shown on the agenda, be 

considered as a matter of urgency. 

178. Depot Storage facility 

The Parish Clerk reported that following a further meeting, 13  D.C.C. had 

proposed that a 12 month lease on the land with a possible 12 month 

extension commencing on 1st April, 2016 until 31st March, 2017 be enter into. 

Members raised concern that if the Parish Council could not complete its 

negotiations to outsource it’s grounds maintenance operation and/or construct 

an alternative storage facility elsewhere in the village within 12 months it 

would be left in an untenable position. 

It was suggested that if the lease included an appropriately worded clause(s) 

that allowed the Parish Council to occupy the site for a 12 months and the 

additional 12 months, if the Parish Council so determined a lease could be 

accepted. 

                                            
13 Extra ordinary meeting of the Council held on 2nd February 2016 minute 157 refers 
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Resolved: That the proposal be rejected and D.C.C. be asked to consider 
revising the terms of the lease. 

179. Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments 

A notification on the appointment of auditors was considered. 

Resolved: That the Parish Council remain” opted in” under Group 2 of the 
SAAA arrangements and continue to receive an audit from the 
appointed auditors.  

180. Hazardous Parking 

It was pointed out that some visitors attending functions and events held in the 

Methodist Chapple, Dunelm Road were failing to park in the designated car 

park resulting in a potential dangerous situation being created on the highway. 

Resolved: That the concerns for the Parish Council be brought to the attention 
of P.C. Hall and the Vicar of the Methodist Chapel. 

Meeting terminated 8:01pm 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in Thornley Village Centre, 
High Street, Thornley on 3rd May 2016at 7:00 p.m. 
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FACILITIES COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

28TH APRIL 2016 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. Maddison, M. McCoy T. 

Unsworth. 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting Commenced: 10:00am 

181. APOLOGIES 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

Mrs. P. English Personal Approved 

182. Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 8th January 2016 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

183. Matters Arising - Progress Report of the Parish Clerk 

The Parish Clerk provided an update on current or outstanding issues. 

Youll House Demolition – the electricity and Gas meters had now been 

removed and the water supply disconnected.  

Actual demolition of the premises would take place when the underground 

service connections had been removed; the construction of a storage facility 

adjacent to the Village Centre and the removal of the Parish Council’s existing 

depot adjacent to the former Thornley Community Centre on Hartlepool 

Street. 

Allotments – Following the Parish Council’s decision to withdraw A1 Coopers 

Close as an allotment available for rent, the repositioning of the front section 

of the perimeter fence is being investigated. 

Members pointed out that an application may be forthcoming from the local 

pigeon society to utilise the allotment as a base for their operations. Any 

decision on this matter should therefore be deferred.  

Cemetery – The tarmacadam surfaces of the entrance to the cemetery and 

some pathways have deteriorated and are need of repair. Estimated costs are 

being obtained for members consideration. 

Welfare Park – The perimeter fence is being constantly damaged by vandals. 

Football teams using the park as their “home” pitch intend carrying out 

temporary repairs until it can be determined if funding from the National 

Lottery and similar agencies can be obtained to undertake major repairs or 

construct a new facility adjacent to the Village Centre. 

Meeting terminated: 10:30am 
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The next meeting of the Facilities Committee will be held in Thornley Village 
Centre, High Street, Thornley on Tuesday 23rd June 2016 at 10:00a.m.  
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MINUTES OF 

THORNLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

THORNLEY VILLAGE CENTRE 

28TH APRIL 2016 

PRESENT  

Councillors Mrs. J. Unsworth (Chair), Mrs. P. Maddison, M. McCoy T. 

Unsworth. 

PUBLIC 

No members of the public were present.  

Meeting Commenced: 11:00am 

184. Apologies 

Councillor Reason for Absence Resolved 

Mrs. P. English Personal Approved 

185. Draft Minutes of the previous Meeting 

The draft minutes of the meeting held 8th January 2016 were approved and 

signed by the Chair as an accurate record.  

186. Request for Donation (REF: 7836) 

Citizens Advice County Durham requested a donation to help fund the service 

over the next 12 months. 

It was noted that Thornley residents could access the service based on the 

Doctors Surgery Phoenix House, Dunelm Road. 

Resolved: That the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 
and 139 of the Local Government act 1972, should incur the 
following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the 
interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 
manner commensurate with the expenditure of £50.00. 

187. Request for Donation 

Thornhill Primary School, Shildon requested a donation on behalf of the 

County Durham School Benevolent Fund.  

Resolved: That the request be received. 

188. Finance & Budgetary Control Reports 

The Finance & Budgetary Control report detailing all income and expenditure 

since the last meeting and the current budget position was considered. 

Resolved: That the report be accepted and that the Parish Clerk makes 
arrangements to settle any outstanding accounts. 
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189. Any Additional Urgent Items of Business 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1972, as amended by the Local Government 

(Access to information) Act, 1985, section 100B (4)(b), to consider any item the Chair considers 

urgent, following consultation with the Proper Officer. 

Meeting terminated: 11:15am 

The next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held in Thornley Village 
Centre, High Street, Thornley on Tuesday 30th June 2016 at 10:00a.m. 



Page69 of 70 

Y:\Word\Agendas & Minutes\Archive\May15April16\Minutes2015.docx  Printed: 03/07/2018 

INDEX OF ENTRIES 

5 

5-a-side, 4 

A 

A.A.P., 28, 60 

Accounts, 3, 14, 25 

see also Statement of Accounts, 3, 4, 19, 25 

Administrative Assistant, 27, 28, 47 

Administrative Support, 28 

allotment, 7, 8, 14, 37, 42, 65 

Allotment, 7, 8, 14, 37, 42 

Allotment Association, 8, 42 

allotments, 14 

Allotments, 7, 14, 42, 65 

Appointment, 28, 41 

Apprenticeship, 11 

Audit, 3, 4, 19, 25, 63 

Award Scheme, 3 

B 

Benevolent Fund, 67 

Butterwick, 25, 50 

C 

C.C.T.V., 8 

Capital Works, 31 

Caretaker, 36 

CDALC, 2, 18, 29, 41, 52, 61 

Cemetery, 9, 23, 34, 38, 65 

Christmas, 4, 13, 38, 49, 53 

Community Centre, 19, 62, 65 

Conference, 5, 42, 53, 61 

Conferences, 3 

consultation, 4, 9, 11, 14, 15, 19, 30, 33, 35, 38, 42, 

47, 50, 51, 53, 62, 68 

Consultation, 14 

Contract Maintenance, 29, 40 

Coopers Close, 7, 8, 42, 65 

Co-option, 42 

Council Depot, 8 

County Councillor, 1, 2, 17, 18, 27, 29, 40, 51, 52, 

59, 60 

Criminal Damage, 1 

D 

Damage to Motor Vehicle, 2 

declared an interest, 41 

Delivering Differently, 4 

demolition, 24, 45, 65 

Depot, 8, 23, 55, 62 

donation, 13, 14, 25, 26, 33, 38, 49, 50, 57, 67 

Donation, 13, 25, 26, 38, 49, 50, 57, 67 

Durham Association, 2, 18, 53 

E 

Ellerby Mews, 5, 18 

equipment, 5, 7, 8, 9, 23, 55 

EXEMPT ITEMS, 11, 35, 47 

F 

Facilities Committee, 17, 24, 28, 29, 33, 34, 39, 42, 

45, 52, 66 

Fees & Charges, 38 

Finance & Budgetary Control Report, 13, 25, 38, 50, 

57, 67 

Finance Committee, 3, 11, 17, 26, 29, 38, 39, 50, 

52, 57, 60, 68 

Footpath, 18 

Footpaths, 28 

funding, 2, 9, 11, 24, 27, 28, 29, 60, 61, 65 

funds, 24 

G 

Gore Hill, 60 

Gore Hill Estate, 60 

Great North Air Ambulance, 50 

H 

Hazardous Parking, 63 

Hedges, 40 

Hire Fee, 14, 37 

Holiday, 1, 7, 11, 13, 17, 27, 51, 55, 65, 67 

horses, 30, 33 

Horses, 24, 30, 33 

I 

Inspection 

see also Playground, 8 

Intruder Alarm, 8 

J 

John Scott Youll, 27, 28, 34 

K 

Karate Club, 5 

L 

Land, 4, 24, 30, 40 

Lease, 41, 45 

Letter of Thanks, 33, 50 

Lottery, 9, 65 



Page70 of 70 

Y:\Word\Agendas & Minutes\Archive\May15April16\Minutes2015.docx  Printed: 03/07/2018 

M 

Maintenance Schedule, 8 

Medium & Small Councils Forum, 2, 18, 29, 41, 52, 

61 

Members, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 18, 21, 29, 33, 34, 35, 37, 

38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 49, 50, 51, 53, 55, 60, 61, 

62, 65 

N 

New Thornley, 2, 30 

Notice to Quit, 7 

P 

P.A.C.T. Meetings, 52 

Parish Land, 24, 30 

Parish Newsletter, 28, 40, 51 

Paths, 40 

Payment, 60, 61 

Permission, 30 

Personnel Committee, 1, 11, 17, 35, 36, 39, 47, 52 

Phase II, 24, 41, 45 

Picnic Tables, 21, 24, 34 

Planning, 3 

Playground 

see also Inspections, 8 

Police, 1, 18, 27, 39, 52, 59, 60 

Precept, 15, 37 

Primary, 67 

Public Footpath, 18, 28 

R 

Regional Community Event, 43 

Regulations, 3, 9, 19 

Remembrance, 38, 43 

Rents, 14, 37 

Request, 5, 13, 25, 26, 38, 49, 50, 57, 61, 67 

Residents Group, 38 

Resignation, 62 

Review, 37, 38 

Risk Assessments, 2, 18, 29, 40, 52, 61 

S 

School, 40, 51, 59, 60, 67 
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