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Current Programme of Centre Activities

The Village Centre can be booked for a one off meeting, regular groups or private parties.
To contact the centre for bookings:
Call in weekday mornings between the hours of 9am-12pm or tel. 01429 824126 or email 
infotvc@btconnect.com, or Facebook “Thornley Village Centre”.

How to Book

Any comments or questions in relation to Thornley Parish Council services should be addressed to:-
Mr W. D. Moore , Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer, Thornley Parish Council, Thornley Village Centre, Thornley, 

Co. Durham DH6 3EL
Telephone: 01429 820200 - Mobile: 07483119591

e-mail:thornleyparishcouncil@btconnect.com

Contact Us

Employment Opportunities
Thornley Village Centre Management Group are 
looking to recruit a part time (15hrs per week 
temporary for 1 year) 
Community Development & Support Worker.
The successful applicant must have experience of 
community work, a relevant professional 
qualification, be willing to work unsocial hours and 
be available to work at times suitable for the needs 
of the centre.
For application pack please contact
chairtvc@btconnect.com
01429 824126 or drop in the centre weekday 
mornings 9am-12noon

Are you currently unemployed and looking for a 
job?
Then East Durham Partnership, based in 
Horden, is offering you this opportunity.
To be accepted onto the scheme you MUST be 
19 years of age from 1st August 2014
Be claiming Job Seekers Allowance/ESA
You must NOT have any qualifications at Level 3 
or above.
The skills section of the programme will be 
delivered in the Village Centre. If you are 
interested come along to the information day on 
Monday 20th April 2015 10:30am till 11:30am or 
12: 30pm till 1:30pm

Supporting the Community
To mark the 100th Anniversary of the outbreak of WW1 the Parish Council 
purchased poppy crosses for the Thornley Residents Group. At their 
memorial event, held in September 2014, the Children of Thornley Primary 
School laid one for each of its former residents who died in that conflict and 
others around the world. 
Support was also given in kind to the New Thornley Partnership to plant 
additional floral displays at the War Memorial. Poppy seeds were also 
purchased by the Parish Council and given to residents who attended the 
Partnership event, held in August 2014, for people to plant in areas of their 
choice as a lasting memorial to those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.
In September a grant was awarded to Mauy Tia Club in order that 3 of their 

Junior members could attend the World 
Championship in Italy. Their dedication and efforts 
resulted in 2 gold medals for Leigh Newton and  
Ethan Barnet and Bradley Foster who won a gold 
and silver medal.
Funding was also awarded to the Sho Shin Kai Karate Club, a new group currently 
operating from within the Village Centre to assist with set up costs.
The New Thornley Partnership which was set up 19 years ago to undertake 
regeneration projects throughout the village was awarded funding toward 
operational costs.

In support of the Village Centre Management Group, the Parish Council provided funding to purchase 
essential items to make up hamper prizes for a free bingo session for their Winter Warmers Dinner Club for 
the elderly. The Parish Council also funded the Children’s activities at the Christmas Llght’s Village Centre 
Opening Day event.
The Wider Community
Donations were also made to support East Durham Transport, Hartlepool & District Hospice, the Great 
North Air Ambulance, Citizens Advice and The Lisa Dixon Centre .

Thornley Village Centre

We are pleased to announce that the new Centre is now open. After listening to the needs of our 
residents the Parish Council lease the building from Durham County Council and a team of Volunteers 
organise the day to day bookings and activities. See overleaf for more details.

Welcome to the third edition of the Thornley Parish Council Newsletter published to keep residents 
informed on what is happening in the village.

News
March 2015 Fourth Edition

Any resident interested in setting up an informal 
group e.g. Knit & 
Natter or a more 
focussed group 
and need advice or 
support please get 
in touch and we 
will point you in the 
right direction as 
we did for the Sho 
Shin Kai Karate 
Club who later obtained a start-up grant.

Helping Hands

Volunteer Recognition
The Management Group would like express their 
gratitude to those residents who have volunteered 
and given up their time to assist with running 
current activities. Without their  help the Tuesday 
“coffee morning” and Friday’s “Winter Warmers” 
dinner club for the elderly could not have taken 
place. Look out for future notices detailing specific 
volunteer opportunities.

War Memorial Restoration
As 2014 marks the 100th anniversary of WW1, and because the Victoria Cross recipient, John Scott Youll, 
was from Thornley, the Parish Council believes it is fitting that the memorial, which stands in a prime 
location in the centre of the village is renovated.
In partnership with local organisations it also intends organising various activities, over the next four years, 
culminating with an event in November 2018 to coincide with the end of the national commemoration 
ceremonies marking the end of the great war. Any resident interested in joining a focus group to help plan, 
design and implement the project should contact the Parish Clerk.

mailto:chairtvc@btconnect.com


After lengthy delays the Village Centre opened its door in September 2014. On the official Opening 
Day held on 24th November 2014. It is estimated that over 300 residents turned out to view the centre 
and take part in various activities.  County 
Councillor Morris Nicholls and Jane 
Bartram, the winner of the Name the Centre 
Competition performed the cutting of the 
ribbon ceremony.
The event coincided with the switching on of 
the Village Christmas Tree lights by 8 year old 
Ewan Halliwell, the winner of the Junior Name 
the Centre Competition. 
A climbing wall for those with  a head for 
heights proved popular and children of all 
ages were entertained indoors by Tony 
Junior. 

Trimdon Colliery Band played a selection of Christmas 
carols for people to sign along to in an outdoor 
marquee. 
Current activities include fitness classes, Junior play 
sessions by Groundwork Trust East Durham, Sure 
Start Baby sessions, Karate, Applegarth School of 
Dance and a Drop-In coffee morning every Tuesday 
from 10:00am until 12:00 noon. The Centre is available 
for hire for a range of functions, for more information 
find us on Facebook “Thornley Village Centre”, ring 
01429824126, e-mail infotvc@btconnect.com or see 

the noticeboard outside the centre for the monthly timetable. 
The Management Group would like to thank those residents who have made personal 

donations to the centre.

Thornley Village Centre Management Group News

New Parish Office Location

The Parish Council office which is now located within the Village Centre is open to the public 
 Monday to Thursday 9:00am to 4:00pm
 Friday    9:00am to 2:00pm 
As the office is not maned constantly throughout the day residents are advised to make an 
appointment before calling.

Ludworth Road Cemetery
3 Children’s Play Areas 
Two Allotment Sites
Open Space and Pit Wheel Areas
Thornley Village Centre

War Memorial
Welfare Park & Parish Premises
Public Rights of Way
Floral Display’s 

What We Maintain

Normal Parish Meetings take place bi- monthly on 
the second Tuesday of the month in the Village 
Centre starting 7:00pm. The next meeting will be 
held on 5th May 2015.
Fifteen minutes is allocated at each meeting 
during which time residents can ask questions or 
raise items of concern.  All are welcome to attend.

Parish Meetings

Apprenticeship - Business Studies
The Parish Council is to consider employing an 
apprentice in business studies through the 
Durham County Council Apprenticeship Program 
to obtain an NVQ2 or NVQ3 in Business 
Administration whilst undertaking administrative, 
finance and related tasks for the Parish Council 
over a 12 month apprenticeship period.
The person would be required to work a  minimum 
of 30hours per week  including day release to 
college. The hourly rate is NMW for apprentices 
£2.73 per hour.

Look out for further details or contact the Parish 
Clerk. 

Your Councillors
The existing Parish Councillors are Mrs. Joyce 
Unsworth (Chair) Mrs. Patricia Maddison (Vice 
Chair), Mrs. Patricia English,  Mrs. Amanda 
Kelly, John Luke, Miss. Kirsty Mawson, Mick 
McCoy, Terry Unsworth, John Williams & George 
Wilson.
Vacancies do occur on occasion so if you are 
interested in being a Councillor in the future and 
helping Thornley to flourish please contact the 
Parish Clerk.

Council Tax Rises
In line with a recommendation from Central 
Government the Parish Council has only 
increased it’s precept by 1.99%.
This equates to a £4.57 pence increase per year 
on Band “D” properties.

Future Plans
In partnership with the Parish Council the Centre 
Management Group will consult with residents to 
develop land adjacent to the centre to create 
various sport and leisure facilities which were 
identified at the Community Visioning Day held in 
August 2013. Watch out for notices detailing dates 
for consultation events.
We are currently seeking funding to provide the 
following in 2015;
Youth Work Sessions for 12 to 16 years
Spring Summer and Autumn Luncheon Clubs
Holiday Play Sessions
Christmas Pantomime

Thornley Day in Action
24th March 2015 1:00pm till 3:00pm

Organised by East Durham Homes the aim of “The 
Day In Action” is to attempt to make residents 
aware of the services provided by various 
organisations/agencies from across the areas and 
to encourage residents to get involved. On the day 
residents can have their dogs chipped and 
bicycles marked for security purposes.

Village Centre Development Phase 2
It is anticipated that the initial stage of 
developing the Multi Use Games Arena can 
commence in the near future but look out for up 

a n d  c o m i n g 
c o n s u l t a t i o n 
e v e n t s  t o 
progress phase 
II of the Village 

Centre developing other outdoor areas for leisure 
pursuits as identified in previous consultations.

Future Developoments

Digital Durham

Join us at the launch event
Thornley Village Centre, High Street, DH6 3EL

Friday 20March 2015 10am- 12pm
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